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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1. Claims 1-35 have been cancelled. Independent claims 36, 58, 66, have been amended. 
Claims 36-69 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 3 1 January 2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

3. In regards to independent claim 36, Applicant submits that "a viewer would not be 
able to view the display 3 (of Taniguchi), since Ericsson does not disclose that the touchscreen is 
transparent such that the display 3 can be seen through the screen (Remarks 10). " Examiner 
respectfully disagrees. First, the reference of Ericsson is introduced to teach that the touch panel 
is able to display images and hence Ericsson is not solely relied upon to disclose that the 
touchscreen is such that the display 3 can be seen through the screen. That particular limitation 
is taught by Taniguchi. In particular, in various sections, Taniguchi implicitly teaches how the 
user can view various images displayed on the display 3 by touching (and hence implies viewing 
through) the touch panel sensor 2 (see section [0025]). Second, the claim language fails to 
specify that the touchscreen must be transparent. Hence, Tangicuchi, as modified by Mizuno 
and Ericsson, continues to read upon the claim language as current stated. Third, because the 
claim language only currently specifies that the "rearward portion can be seen through the 
transmission type display portion (lines 8-9); " Taniguchi continues to read upon the claim 
language. 
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4. In regards to independent claim 36, Applicant further submits that the prior cited 
references fails to teach upon the currently amended claim language, in particular that 

"Taniguchi and Ericsson do not disclose or suggest that the rearward display is mounted at a 
second location in the vehicle, such that a gap is formed between the transmission type display 
and the rearward display (Remarks 10). " Examiner respectfully disagrees. Because the 
displays of Taniguchi consists of two separate components 2 and 3, it is inherent that there must 
be a gap between the two sections. Because the claim language fails to specify how large this 
gap must be, or include further details as to elaborate upon the characteristics of the gap between 
the two display portions, Taniguchi continues to read upon the claim language as currently 
stated. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
ob\ ions at the time the iinention was made to a person ha\ ing ordinan skill in the art to which the .subject matter pertains. Patentability 
shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 36-45. 47-50. 52. 54-69 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over TANIGUCHI (Japanese Publication No: 2000-331557) in view of MIZUNO (Japanese 
Publication No: 2000-329577) and ERICSSON (US Patent No: 6.130.665). 

6. As for independent claim 36, TANIGUCHI teaches of a display apparatus (Fig. 1) 
comprising: 
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7. a transmission type display portion (Fig. 1, item 2) that is operable to transmit light there 
through, the transmission type display portion (Fig. 1, item 2) having a touch panel (Fig. 1, item 

2) function, and the transmission type display portion (Fig. 1 , item 2) being mounted at a first 
location (Fig. 1, location where item 2 is located); 

8. a rearward display portion (Fig. 1, item 3) mounted at a second location (Fig. 1, location 
where item 3 is located) rearwardly of the transmission type display portion (Fig. 1, item 2), the 
rearward display portion (Fig. 1, item 3) being mounted such that a gap is (inherently {NOTE: 
That it is inherent that when two separate items arc joined together, that there must be some form 
of gap that coexist between the two items. Regardless of how minute the gap, there must be 
some kind of space between the two separate items; based -in part- by the fact that these are two 
separate items}) formed between the transmission type display portion (Fig. 1 , item 2) and the 
rearward display portion (Fig. 1, item 3) and such that the rearward display portion (Fig. 1, item 

3) can be seen through the transmission type display portion (Fig. 1, item 2, section [0025]) by 
a viewer; and 

9. a control portion for controlling the transmission type display portion (Fig. 1, item 2) 
and the rearward display portion (Fig. 1 , item 3) in response to finger approach toward or 
finger touch of the transmission type display portion (Fig. 1, item 2, section [001 1]). 

10. TANIGUCHI fails to teach of a vehicle mounted display system. 

1 1 . MIZUNO teaches of a vehicle mounted display system in section [0004]. 

12. It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to mount the display system of TANIGUCHI in a vehicle as taught by MIZUNO in 
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order to prevent useful information from being obstructed by an operation guide screen (see 
MIZUNO: Abstract). 

13. TANIGUCHI fails to teach that the touch panel is able to display images. 

14. ERICSSON teaches that the touch panel (Fig. 4, item 30) is able to display images 
(column 4, lines 40-43). 

15. It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to replace the touch panel of TANIGUCHI with the touch panel with displayed images 
of ERICSSON in order to allow for simultaneous input and display of textual information (see 
ERICSSON: column 1, lines 53-55). 

16. As for independent claim 58, in addition to claim limitation of claim 36 above, 
TANIGUCHI further teaches that that a rearward display portion (TANIGUCHI, Fig. 1, item 3) 
positioned so as to be spaced rearwardly of the transmission type display portion 
(TANIGUCHI, Fig. 1 , item 2) such that a display of the rearward display portion 
(TANIGUCHI, Fig. 1, item 3) can be provided to a rearward part of the transmission type 
display portion (TANIGUCHI, Fig. 1, item 2) in Fig. 1. 

17. As for independent claim 66, in addition to claim limitation of claims 36 and 56 above, 
TANIGUCHI teaches of a display apparatus (Fig. 1), comprising: 

18. a transmission type display portion (Fig. 1, item 2) mounted at a forward position in 
the vehicle, 
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19. a rearward display portion (Fig. 1, item 3) mounted at a rearward position which is 
rearward of the transmission type display portion and spaced apart from the transmission type 
display portion (Fig. 1, item 2), the rearward display portion (Fig. 1, item 3) being mounted such 
that a gap is (inherently {NOTE: That it is inherent that when two separate items are joined 
together, that there must be some form of gap that coexist between the two items. Regardless of 
how minute the gap, there must be some kind of space between the two separate items; based -in 
part- by the fact that these are two separate items}) formed between the transmission type display 
portion (Fig. 1, item 2) and the rearward display portion (Fig. 1, item 3)), and the rearward 
display portion being operable to form a display; 

20. a display control portion operable to display a switch operation guide in the 
transmission type display portion; 

21. a touch detecting portion provided in transmission type display portion for detecting 
a position touched by an operator; and 

22. an operation signal output portion for outputting an operation signal indicating an 
operation content based on a display state of the display control portion and a touch detection 
output from the touch detecting portion; 

23. wherein the transmission type display portion (Fig. 1, item 2) is operable in response to 
finger approach toward or finger touch of the transmission type display portion (Fig. 1, item 2) 
so as to function as a touch panel and cover the rearward display portion (Fig. 1, item 3) such 
that an image of the rearward display portion is visible. 

24. TANIGUCHI fails to teach of a vehicle m ounted display system. 

25. MIZUNO teaches of a vehicle mounted display system in section [0004]. 
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26. It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to mount the display system of TANIGUCHI in a vehicle and that the transmission 
type display portion being operable to display in varied states including an opaque state and a 
transparent state as taught by MIZUNO in order to prevent useful information from being 
obstructed by an operation guide screen (see MIZUNO: Abstract). 

27. TANIGUCHI fails to teach that the touch panel is able to display images. 

28. ERICSSON teaches that the touch panel (Fig. 4, item 30) is able to display images 
(column 4, lines 40-43). 

29. It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to replace the touch panel of TANIGUCHI with the touch panel with displayed images 
of ERICSSON in order to allow for simultaneous input and display of textual information (see 
ERICSSON: column 1, lines 53-55). 

30. As for claims 37-39, 59. . .As for claim 37, TANIGUCHI teaches that the transmission 
type display portion (Fig. 1, item 2) comprises a surface with a touch panel (Fig. 1, item 2) 
element thereon; As for claim 38, TANIGUCHI teaches that the transmission type display 
portion (Fig. 1, item 2) comprises an internal touch panel (Fig. 1, item 2) element; As for claims 
39, 59, TANIGUCHI teaches that the transmission type display portion (Fig. 1, item 2) includes 
a touch panel (Fig. 1, item 2) such that a display of the rearward display portion (Fig. 1, item 3) 
is changed depending on a touched position on the touch panel (Fig. 1, item 2) in sections |"0008, 
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31. As for claims 40-42, 60-62. . .As for claims 40, 60, TANIGUCHI teaches that the 
touched position is in the form of a button (Fig. 3, item 2); As for claims 41, 61, TANIGUCHI 
teaches that the button is displayed in a position which does not prevent view of the rearward 
display portion (Fig. 1, item 3) through the transmission type display apparatus; As for claims 
42, 62, TANIGUCHI teaches that the transmission type display portion (Fig. 1, item 2) includes 
a touch panel (Fig. 1 , item 2) and the control portion is operable to control the rearward 
display portion (Fig. 1, item 3) such that a pointer is displayed by the rearward display 
portion in accordance with operation of the touch panel (Fig. 1 , item 2) in section [0026] . 

32. As for claims 43, 63, 68, TANIGUCHI fails to teach of an approach detecting portion 
operable to detect approach of an operation object, wherein the control portion is operable 
to change an image displayed on at least one of the transmission type display portion and the 
rearward display portion when the approach detecting portion detects the approach of the 
operation object. 

33. MIZUNO teaches of an approach detecting portion (MIZUNO, Fig. 1, items 41, 42) 
operable to detect approach of an operation object wherein the control portion (MIZUNO, 
Fig. 1, item 5) is operable to change an image displayed on s display when the detecting portion 
detects the approach of an operation object in section [00131. 

34. It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to incorporate into the display system of TANIGUCHI a method to detect approach as 
taught by MIZUNO in order to make actuation easy (see MIZUNO: section r00021). 
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35 . As for claims 44, 64, TANIGUCHI as modified by MIZUNO teaches that the approach 
detecting portion (MIZUNO, Fig. 1, items 41, 42) can detect an approach direction of the 
operation object in MIZUNO: section [0013~|. 

36. As for claims 45, 65, TANIGUCHI as modified by MIZUNO teaches that the approach 
detecting portion (MIZUNO, Fig. 1, items 41, 42) is operable to detect whether the operation 
object approaches from a direction from a passenger's seat or a direction from a driver's seat in 
MIZUNO section TOO 161. 

37. As for claim 47, TANIGUCHI as modified by MIZUNO and ERICSSON above, teaches 
that the transmission type display portion (TANIGUCHI: Fig. 1, item 2) covers the rearward 
display portion (TANIGUCHI: Fig. 1, item 3) such that the rearward display portion is visible 
(TANIGUCHI: in section [0029]) (ERICSSON: Fig. 4, column 4, lines 40-43). 

38. As for claim 48, TANIGUCHI as modified by MIZUNO fails to teach that the vehicle 
mounted display apparatus (Fig. 1) is located in a middle portion between a passenger's seat and 
a driver's seat . 

39. Examiner takes official note that it is well known to provide a display apparatus in a 
middle portion between a passenger's seat and a driver's seat. 

40. It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to position the display apparatus of TANIGUCHI as modified by MIZUNO in the 



